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Wagon Wheel Trail System Northeast

The maps and GIS products contained herein were prepared for use by Rio 
Blanco County. These maps and GIS products are mere representations of 
the land, features, lines, corners and points shown.  These maps and 
GIS products are  not intended or do not replace actual legal surveys 
and the ownership and  legal description information in the chain of 
title and other information contained in official government records 
such as the County Clerk and Recorders office or the courts. 
 Independent verification of all data contained herein should be 
obtained by any user of the map or GIS products. 
 
Rio Blanco County makes no representation of warranty as to the 
accuracy, and in particular, the accuracy in labeling, dimensions, 
contours, property boundaries, or placement or location of any map 
features thereon. RIO BLANCO COUNTY MAKES NO WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR WARRANTY FOR FITNESS OF USE FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THESE MAP OR GIS PRODUCTS. 
Any user of these map or GIS products accepts same AS IS, WITH ALL 
FAULTS, and assumes all responsibility for the use thereof, and further 
covenants and agrees to hold Rio Blanco County harmless from and 
against any damage, loss, or liability arising from any use of these 
map and GIS products. 
 

Tread Lightly! Principles  
 
Travel Responsibly on land by staying on des ignated roads , trails  and areas. Go over, not around, 
obs tacles to avoid widening the trails. Cross  streams only at designated fords. When possible, avoid 
wet, muddy trails . On water, stay on des ignated waterways and launch your watercraft in des ignated 
areas. 
Respect the Rights of Others including private property owners, all recreational trail users, 
campers and others so they can enjoy their recreational activities  undis turbed. Leave gates  as you 
found them. Yield right of way to thos e passing you or going uphill. On water, respect anglers , 
swimmers, skiers, boaters , divers and those on or near shore.  
Educate Yourself prior to your trip by obtaining travel maps and regulations from public 
agencies. Plan for your trip, take recreation s kills  clas ses  and know how to operate your equipment 
safely. 
Avoid Sensitive Areas on land s uch as meadows , lakes hores , wetlands  and streams. Stay on 
designated routes. This protects wildlife habitats and sensitive soils  from damage. Don’t disturb 
historical, archeological or paleontological s ites. On water, avoid operating your watercraft in 
shallow waters  or near s horelines at high speeds .  
Do Your Part by modeling appropriate behavior, leaving the area better than you found it, properly 
dispos ing of waste, minimizing the us e of fire, avoiding the spread of invas ive species  and repairing 
degraded areas .  
 

S a fety 
N ever tra vel a lone. L et a  responsible person know where you a re going, wha t route you a re 
ta king, when you expect to return. L ea ve a  m a p a nd pla n in your pa rked vehicle so rescue 
tea m s ca n ga in a ccess to this inform a tion in ca se of em ergency. K now wha t genera l wea ther 
to expect. Be prepa red with proper clothing a nd equipm ent for a ll potentia l wea ther conditions. 
Don’t push yourself beyond your lim its. Group m em bers should wa tch out for one a nother.  
Alwa ys ca rry these essentia ls: 

 Extra  fuel 
 Ma p a nd com pa ss 
 R epa ir tools 
 R a incoa t, poncho 
 First a id kit 
 N ylon cord 
 Extra  wa ter 
 Extra  food 
 Da rk gla sses 
 Fla shlight (spa re bulb, ba tteries) 
 S urviva l kit 

Purify drinking wa ter: W a ter m a y be conta m ina ted with Gia rdia  la m blia , a  protozoa n which ca n 
ca use intestina l disea se. This ca n be trea ted, but m a y prove fa ta l if left una ttended. Purify 
strea m  or la ke wa ter by boiling or filtering wa ter before drinking.   
Plot your progress on the m a p a s you tra vel. It is a lwa ys best to tra vel with your hea dlights on, 
especia lly in towns or where other vehicles m a y not be expecting OHV s. W ea r a  helm et, 
boots, long sleeves, eye protection a nd gloves. W hen tra veling on pa ved roa ds within town 
lim its, sta y in control of your OHV  a nd obey speed lim its. 
Obey a ll loca l regula tions when tra veling on public a nd priva te la nd.  V ehicles should be 
equipped, a t a  m inim um , with fa ctory m ufflers.  This is to prevent spa rks from  sta rting fires, to 
perm it others to enjoy the tra nquility of this bea utiful la nd, a nd to be sensitive to the residents 
in the com m unities tha t a llow a ccess.  
 

L ivestock Etiquette 
R io Bla nco County is a  la rge a gricultura l region a nd livestock is a  com m on sight. 
These a nim a ls a re the property of loca l ra nchers a nd fa rm ers a nd a re com m only 
under the protection of tra ined gua rd dogs which ensure the sa fety of their livestock.  
These dogs a re tra ined ‘working dogs’ com m only found a m ongst sheep herds, a nd 
will a tta ck if they feel their herd is threa tened or if a  pa sserby com es too close.  
Mounta in bikers ca n ina dvertently a ppea r to be a  threa t to livestock protection dogs 
beca use they a re fa st, quiet, present a  stra nge profile, a nd ca n sta rtle a  protection dog 
resulting in a  defensive a tta ck. People a pproa ching on foot, horseba ck, ATV /OHV , or 
by other vehicles a re m ore recogniza ble by the dogs a nd will usua lly be left a lone. The 
following a ctions a re recom m ended if you com e a cross livestock:  

 If livestock a re being tra iled on the roa d, sta y inside of your vehicle a nd drive 
forwa rd slowly, do not push the livestock out of the wa y with your vehicle; 

 K eep your dog on a  lea sh a nd do not a llow them  to ha ra ss the livestock or 
protection dogs; 

 If a  livestock protection dog a pproa ches, tell the dog to “go ba ck,” or sa y “no” in 
a  firm  voice, don’t m a ke a ny quick or threa tening m ovem ents, a nd rem a in ca lm ; 

 Do not try to run from  the livestock protection dogs; 
 Do not throw things a t the livestock protection dogs or try to ha rm  the dogs in 

a ny other wa y; 
 Do not a ttem pt to feed, befriend or pet the livestock protection dogs; 
 If you a re on a  m ounta in bike, get off the bike a nd pla ce the bike between you 

a nd a ny livestock protection dogs which m a y be present. W a lk your bike until 
well pa st the livestock protection dogs; 

 K eep your dista nce from  the livestock a nd choose a  route tha t is the lea st 
disruptive;  

 If livestock a re using the sa m e roa d a s you, m ove slowly a nd either keep your 
dista nce behind them  or slowly pa ss. 

 

Local OHV Regulations 
Meeker, R a ngely a nd R io Bla nco County a re proud to be “OHV  Friendly Com m unities.” 
L oca l governm ent officia ls ha ve a dopted regula tions perm itting the opera tion of off-
highwa y vehicles within the town lim its, not including sta te highwa ys, a nd on designa ted 
county roa ds. W ithin town lim its snowm obiles a re not included in these regula tions. 
Opera tors m ust obey a ll speed lim its, exercise sa fe driving pra ctices, a nd a re subject to 
the Model Tra ffic Code regula tions a nd a pplica ble la ws of the S ta te of Colora do.  
W ithin the County, OHV  opera tors a re required to m a inta in a t lea st the m inim um  lia bility 
insura nce covera ge of $25,000.00 per person, $50,000.00 per a ccident, a nd $15,000.00 
property da m a ge. 
W ithin Meeker Town lim its, the OHV  m a xim um  speed lim it is 25 m iles per hour unless a  
sign designa tes a  lesser speed lim it.  
On designa ted County roa ds, OHV  riders sha ll not exceed speeds of 35 m iles per hour, or 
the posted speed lim it, whichever is less. On un-posted County roa ds, OHV  riders sha ll 
not exceed speeds of 25 m iles per hour. 
W ithin Meeker Town lim its opera tors m ust be in possession of a  va lid Colora do driver’s 
license or a  va lid driver’s license from  a nother sta te. W ithin the County, riders 16 yea rs or 
older m ust ha ve a  va lid driver’s license, a nd riders over the a ge of 10 m ust be opera ting 
under the supervision of a  person with a  va lid driver’s license. R iders under the a ge of 10 
sha ll not opera te a n OHV .   
W ithin Meeker Town lim its, OHV s a re a llowed on a ll roa ds a nd a lleys, with the exception 
of S ta te Highwa y 13 (Ma rket S treet). R iders crossing S ta te Highwa y 13 (Ma rket S treet) 
sha ll do so a t a n a ngle of a pproxim a tely ninety (90) degrees to the direction of the 
highwa y, a nd a t a  pla ce where no obstruction prevents a  quick a nd sa fe crossing.  
W ithin Meeker Town lim its, no person sha ll opera te a n OHV  while ca rrying a nother person 
or riding in a ny position tha t m a y interfere with the opera tion or control of the OHV  or the 
view of the opera tor. 
All off-highwa y vehicles m ust be equipped with a nd ha ve in use;  

 a t lea st one hea dla m p,  
 a t lea st one red ta il la m p,  
 functioning bra king system ,  
 spa rk a rrester,  
 m uffler 
 current Colora do Pa rks a nd W ildlife registra tion deca l which ca n be obta ined a t 

ww w.pa rks.sta te.co.us 
Note: This is not a complete record of the government regulations and differences may 
exist which could result in your non-compliance. Please contact the Meeker Chamber of 
Commerce for a complete copy of the regulations.   
 

Preserve Our Trails! 
OHV  tra ils a re a  privilege in this a rea  a nd it is im porta nt for ea ch rider to a ct a s a  
stewa rd of the la nd so this privilege continues for future genera tions.  The OHV ’s 
a bility to a ccelera te a nd m a neuver quickly ca n be exhila ra ting, but ca n pose problem s 
on tra ils sha red with hikers, horseba ck riders, cyclists, or other OHV  riders.  Every 
OHV  rider m ust be a n a m ba ssa dor for the sport a t a ll tim es.  Here a re a  few tips to 
keep you a nd other tra il users sa fe: 

 K eep in m ind tha t a ll tra ils a re open to two-wa y tra ffic, a nd blind corners ca n be 
da ngerous should you m eet a nother rider or tra il user. Alwa ys use preca ution! 

 R ide only on roa ds a nd tra ils “open” for use. Don’t cut switchba cks or ta ke 
shortcuts, a s this destroys the integrity of the roa d a nd tra il. 

 W hen encountering others on the tra il, yield to the pa ssing group or those 
tra veling uphill. 

 On the tra il, when you m eet horses or pa ck a nim a ls, look a nd listen for a ny 
instructions from  the ha ndlers. S top on the outside edge of the tra il a nd turn 
OFF your engine. R em ove your helm et a nd spea k in a  quiet, ca lm  voice so the 
a nim a ls ca n recognize you a s a  person.  Try not to stop in a  position tha t puts 
you a bove a  horse or pa ck a nim a l a nd rem em ber sudden m ovem ents ca n 
sta rtle a nim a ls a nd ca use injury either to the a nim a ls or their riders/ha ndlers. 

 Try to sta y in the m iddle of the tra il to a void widening it. This will preserve the 
na tura l, m ore prim itive cha ra cter of the tra il.  W idening of a  tra il is expensive to 
repa ir, costly to the environm ent, a nd one of the prim a ry rea sons for shutting off 
a ccess to certa in a rea s. 

 L ea ve ga tes a s you find them  (open or closed) unless posted otherwise. 
S ea sona l closures ca n occur due to wet conditions, snow, a nd sum m er fire 
ha za rds. 

 Be courteous when pa ssing hikers or other tra il users.  
 Even a  quiet OHV  ca n sound noisy to others, so keep your speed a nd engine 

rpm  low a nd stea dy when nea r houses, ca bins, ca m pgrounds, or a nytim e you 
a re a round non-riders. 

Ca reless opera tion of OHV s ca n ca use da m a ge a nd m a y result in the closing of a rea s 
to riders.  R espect the environm ent a nd other tra il users.  By using com m on sense 
a nd courtesy, wha t is a va ila ble toda y will be here to enjoy tom orrow. 


